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" England, by her> Cabinet orders of 
the llth of Nov. 1807, laid a tax upon 
neutral vessels, and compelled them to 
enter Her harbours, before they can pro- 
ceed to their place of deetination. By 
the decree of the 17th of December, of 
the same y^ar, the Emperor declared all 
such vessels denationalized, whose flag 
is violated, insulttd, and trampled upon. 

" To protect herself against the spoli- 
ations, wherewith such a state of things 
menaced her commerce, America laid 
on an embargo in her harbours, and 
though France, which had only exeicised 
the right of retaliation, was aware that 
her own interests and those of her Colo- 
nies must sufter much from such a mea- 
sure, yet the Emperor applauded the 
magndnimous resolution of renouncing all 
commerce, rather than acknowledge the 
sovereignty and tyranny of the seas, 

"The embargo has been taken off, 
and a system of exclusion has been sub- 
stituted for it. The powers of the Con- 
tinent, in alliance against England, 
make common cause j they have the same 
object in this war ; they must reap the 
same advantages; they must also run 
^he same risks. The ports of Holland, 
the Elbe, the Weser, Italy and Spain, 



will enjoy no advantage ot which France 
would be deprived. They will, all of them, 
be open or shut at the -same time, with 
regard to any commercial intercourse 
with them. 

"Thus, Sir, in point of pfinciple, 
France recognizes the freedom of neu- 
tral commerce, and the independence of 
the Maritime Powers, which she respect- 
ed up to the moment when the maritime 
tyranny of England, that respects no- 
thing, and the arbitrary proceedings of 
its Government, compelled her to adopt 
measures of retaliation, to which she 
resorted with regret. Let Engla'nd 
revoke her blockade of France, and 
France will recall her declaration of 
blockade against England. Let England 
revoke her Cabinet Orders Of the IttK 
November, 1S07, and the Milan Decree 
will expire of itself. The American cotn- 
merce will then recover its complete 
freedom, and be assured of finding in 
the harbours of France favour and pto- 
tection. But it belongs to the Uuited 
•States to attain this happy object, by 
their firmness. Can a nation, resolved 
to remain free, hesitate between certain 
momentary independence, her honour, 
her sovereignty, and h«r dignity V 
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"Paris papers state, that the royal in- 
stitution of Amsterdam chose Mr. Roscoe 
a corresponding member, in the place of 
Muller, the Swiss, lately deceased. Such 
acts as these abate the rancour of na- 
tional hostility, and alone, perhaps, 
prove, that modern warlike nations are 
not absolAitely barbarous. It would give 
us unspeakable pleasure to record similar 
acts of magnanimity on the part of our 
country. Are Britons only insensible to 
all excellence that is not British ? 

Ill a former number we gave an account 
<if the ill usage sustained by Ann Izard, 
who was foolishly supposed to be a witch. 
W'e now subjiiin the sentence pronounced 
against the absurd and cruel votaries of 
superstition : 

THE KING, v. AMEY AND OTHERS. 

Mr. Serjeant Sellon . moved for judg- 
ment on five man and five women, who 
had been convicted at the assizes for 
Huntingdon, in May 1808, on two dif- 
f'eient indictments for riotously assem- 
bling, breaking into the dwelling house 
of Wiight Izard, assaulting Ann, his wife, 
scratching her with pins to the effusion 
of b&c blood, on the 8th and 9tl) of May, 



in two different bodies, there being six 
uf the defendants on the former night, 
and four on the latter. 

It appeared that two of the womea 
rioters having taken up the impressien, 
that they laboured under some bodily 
weakness, which was occasioned by 
the prosecutrix, and that they could 
only be liberated from this dominion by 
letting out some of the prosecutrix's 
blood, had so far inspired many of tneir 
deluded neighbours with their absurd 
prejudice, as to occasion the riotous 
assembling in question. 

Mr. Justice Grose, in an appropriate 
charge, pointed out the impossibility of 
the charge against this poor woman, 
who had been the object of their igno- 
rance and barbarity. The wisdom of 
our forefathers had so clearly ascertained 
that the idea of witchcraft, was entirely 
fabulous, that all punishment for the 
exercise of witchcraft, sorcery, en- 
chantment, and conjuration were ex- 
ploded from our statute book, and in 
lieu thereof the pretenders, to skill in 
any of these supposed arts, were to b» 
Tisited witb exemplwy puuiiiiiiuent, it 
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beini; aifcertaincd beyond a doubt that 
«uch pretences could only be used by 
knaves, and believed b}' fools. The dif- 
ficulty with the learntd judge was to 
suppose, that any persons, at this time 
of day, could persuade themselves into 
the belief of such an absurdity, ft seems 
rather as if the defendants had conceived 
an ill will tgainst this poor wonian, and 
bad made this ridiculous belief a pre- 
tence for indulging it. 

The sentence of the court was, that 
each of the nine defendants, who had 
only made one attack on the poor woman, 
should be imprisoned one month in the 
caMIe of Lancaster; that the others, who 
had been concerned inboth attacks, should 
be imprisoned one month for each, and 
that each of them should hereafter find hail 
to keep the peace for two years, them- 
selves in 1.40 and two sureties in 1.20 
each. 

The following short account of the 
riots at Covent Garden theatre, extract- 
ed from a letter to a gentleman in this 
town, received the 29th November, con- 
veys a lively idea of the scene : 

" We have sad work here about the 
Covent Garden Theatre; I was there 
twice, and the riot and noise exceed^ d 
any thing vou can imagine. 1 was more 
disgusted with the conduct of the per- 
formers than displeased at the price ; 
they played their parts without seeming 
to pay the least attention to the public. 
Hot one syllable could be heard. In one 
part, where a dance was introduced on 
the stage, every one in the pit stood *ni 
the benches, and danced in the same 
time. You cannot coiiceive any thing 
so ludicrous as it appeared ; the players 
and the audience seemed as if tbey were 
mimicking each other, and the cloud of 
dust raised was so gieat, that you could 
hardly see the stage. The Police Officers 
have been very active in taking up the 
offenders. The tetters O. P. and the 



words Old Prices, are the ivords by 
which the opposition know each other; 
which are turn down by the managei's' 
friends, when thfir party is strung enousrh; 
in consequence of which many gentlemen 
went With O. P. embroidered on their 
waistcoats, pocket-handkerchiefs, &crf 
conceiving that an indictment for rob« 
bery mignt be laid if they were taken. 
My friend and 1 agreed to go with dif- 
ferent mottos on wafch-ribbons, and .hi| 
went accordingly with one on which 1 
had printed with gold Itaf Old Prices^ 
it answered the purpose most completely; 
and 1 dottt think any thing was taken 
more ontice of." 

Died....K\, Lansdowne-housQ, in Berk- 
ley-square, the Must Noble the Marquiit 
of Landsdowne. His disorder was a liver 
complaint, to which he had fur many yeai's 
been subject. His lordi>hip was married 
a few years since to Lady Oiffurd, but 
he left no issue. His title and estates 
deiolve in consequence to bis only bro- 
ther, Lord Henry Petty, now Marquis ot 
Lansdowne. 

The death of the Marquis is an event 
his surviving relatives and friends will ever 
lament. This nobleman was indeed a 
polished gentleman ; his elegant man- 
ners were only exceeded by his easy but 
brilliant conversation, in which the most 
honourable principles were ever manifest- 
ed. His learning was extensive ; and for 
decision of character, quickness of dis- 
cernment, and depth of intellect, he was 
unrivalled. Hiscouiitry hasloregretsucb 
endowments weienot oftener exerted in 
her service; butalihough his attachment 
to her liberties and interest ivas ardent, 
yet a declining state of health rendered 
his Loidshi;> unequal to the fatigues of an 
active life, and even for a length of time 
previous to his decease, prevented his en- 
joy mg the sooiety of lis neiirest friends; 
Lord Landsdowne w:is, in short, on^of the 
noblest works of God, a truly bonekt man. 
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ltarTied,..y(t. S. Matthews, pf Belfast, 
to the agreeable Miss Grace Greenan, of 
Hei-cules-.street, Belfast. 

Mr. H, M'Laruinon, to Miss Mackey, 
both of /vntrim. 

Mr. Thomas Black, of Colerain, mer- 
shaut, to Mii's Henry, of Cookstown. 

Mr. John Nicholson, mercbaut, to Mist 
M'Cone, both of Belfast. 

BELFAST MAG. NQ. XVI. 



Mr. James Kankin, of Londonderry, 
laddler, to Miss E. Pinkerton, of St. 
Johnstown. 

David Mortimer, esq. of Lakev.evv, co. 
Cavan, to the amiable Miss O'tleiUy, 
eldest daughter of Counsellor O'KeiUy, 
of Eccles-stieet. 

BenJ. Sergeant, esq, of Saggard-place, 
to Miss Lyie, uf Lylcmoant, vuuuty Len- 
douderry. 



